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BRIEF MENTION 641 

DOCTRINAL 

Wernle, Paul. Evangelisches Christentum in der Gegenwart. Three lectures. 

Tubingen: Mohr, 1914. 118 pages. M. 2.50. 

The three addresses collected in this little volume were designed for popular 
audiences, and are written in fresh and striking style. The first, entitled " Christentum 
und Entwicklungsgedanke," is more griindlkh in character, setting forth with admirable 
frankness and clearness the perplexities introduced into theology by the change 
from the catastrophic to the evolutionary method of interpreting cosmic happenings. 
Eventually Wernle raises the question whether everything is not so relativized by the 
evolutionary conception that we must forego the idea of absoluteness in connection 
with any historical reality. He is not willing to admit this concerning Jesus; but he 
interprets absoluteness here in terms of the inexhaustible religious and moral content 
of that which Jesus reveals. In the second address, entitled "Was haben wir heute an 
der Reformation ? " Wernle emphasizes the wholesomeness of the ethical interpretation 
of religion which found expression in Luther's teachings, and the close connection of 
religion with the revelation in the historical Jesus. Both of these ideals seem to him 
especially needed to counteract certain vague and emotional tendencies in modernism. 
The third address, which is distinctly popular in content, sets forth the various his- 
torical interpretations of the Sermon on the Mount, and asks whether it represents a 
practicable program. In recent developments of social and moral ideals, Wernle sees 
a growing recognition of the moral demand to reorganize society so as to put into 
practice the ideals of Jesus. The volume is a very interesting expression of enthusiastic 
modernist faith. 

Allier, R., et al. Morale religieuse et morale laique. Lemons faites d Vicole 
des hautes Studes sociales. Paris: Alcan, 1914. 271 pages. Fr. 6. 
This volume contains some of the lectures given in a series at the Ecole des 
hautes etudes sociales in 1011-12. The series was intended to furnish a platform from 
which both religious and non-religious men could expound ethical problems, in the 
hope of denning more closely some of the differences between the religious and the 
secular points of view. But, as was inevitable, the personal equation entered so largely 
into each lecture that no sharp distinctions emerged. Bejot, who is the main defender 
of "lay" morals, has no difficulty in showing that the actual content of moral ideas 
grows out of human experience. He objects to the "extraneous" norms and explana- 
tions which religion furnishes. But Allier as easily shows that religious interpretations 
develop out of human experience, and, properly regarded, are no more extraneous than 
are moral ideals. It becomes evident that if religious interpretations are admitted to 
be empirical developments, the chief objections of the "free-thinker" either disappear 
or lose much of their force. Besides the two lectures to which reference has been 
made, suggestive popular expositions are furnished by Eug. Ehrhardt on "The Notions 
of Good and of Duty from the Religious Point of View," by W. Monod on " Resigna- 
tion," by G. Cantecor on "Suicide," by Pastor Wagner on "Chastity," and by Th. 
Ruyssen on "Temperance." 

Fuchs, Emil. Monismus. (Religionsgeschichtliche Volksbiicher, V. Reihe, 
10-11. Heft.) Tubingen: Mohr, 1913. 80 pages. M. 1. 
The vigor with which the Monistenbund in Germany is pushing its propaganda 

renders this exposition by Pastor Fuchs timely and welcome. After a brief account of 



